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Georgia Governor M. E. Thompson’s 
March 27th veto of the “white primary 
law” illegally signed by Herman Tal- 
madge is a great victory for popular 
government. But it by no means re- 
moves the mounting tide of attacks up- 
on the right to vote in a large Southern 
area. 


This is the sober fact. In the his- 
toric 1944 Texas Case, the U. S. Su- 
preme Court ruled that color cannot 
count in primary elections. South Caro- 
lina’s tight political machine countered 
by repealing all state laws governing 
primaries, thus rendering the decision 
null and void there. 


The State Democratic Executive Com- 
mittee became the sole authority over 
primaries, and thus éver the actual elec- 
tions. Being “‘a private club,” the Com- 
mittee can accept or reject anyone it 
wishes, Negro or white. It can perpet- 
uate in office a small clique of reaction- 
ary politicians whether the people want 
them there or not. The name for this 
is fascism. 


On February 20, Georgia followed 
suit. There the so-called “white primary 
law’’.was passed immediately following 
the fascist seizure of power by a man 
who had less than 700 votes. The March 
19th Georgia Supreme Court decision 
removing Herman (“The Pretender’) 
Talmadge from the governorshifs im- 
posed upon Governor Thompson the ob- 
ligation to express the will of the people 
of Georgia by vetoing it. 

A special session of the Mississippi 
Legislature passed the same kind of law 
early in March. Florida’s regular ses- 
sion, opening April 8th, will have before 
it a similar measure. 

The many technicalities of these bills 
fail to hide the following facts: 

The 
chise not only the Negro population, but 
most of the white. 

The “white primary laws” are uncon- 
stitutional, : 

The “white primary laws,” are being 
passed because ; of the reactionaries’ 





“white primary laws” ,disfran- 





Thou Shalt Not Vote... 


afear of the people and hatred of the 
universal franchise. The plantation aris- 
tocrats, the Southern power trusts and 
the Wall Street monopolies to which 
they are indebted, have decided to de- 
prive the people of their vote rather than 
run the risk of their electing more demo- 
cratic leaders like Pepper, Arnall and 
Folsom. 


The “white primary laws,” if success- 
fully entrenched, will surely be used by 
national reactionary forces to strike a 
mortal blow at representative democracy 
all over the country. 


The people have several weapons, but 
they are not yet putting them to good 
enough use. 


1. Organized public protest and pres- 
sure is the best weapon. Public action in 
Georgia has been widespread, but it has 
a big job ahead to combat the Talmadge 
forces. It has begun to gain momentum 
in South Carolina. In Mississippi, brave 
Negro citizens have mapped a plan of 
action, but white progressives are not 


yet matching their efforts. As reported © 


on the next page, in Florida the South- 
ern Conference for Human Welfare has 
mobilized a representative inter-racial 
statewide protest against the vote steal. 


2. Court fights are another strong 
weapon. On February 21 in Columbia, 
S. C., George A. Elmore, a Negro busi- 


nessman, filed suit charging the Demo- 
cratic Committee with violating the Con- 
stitution by barring Negroes from voting 
in last July’s primary. He is backed by 
the NAACP and the Negro Citizens 
Committee of South Carolina. 


8. The third main weapon is preven- 
tion. Fascism spread out from Germany 
because the Third Reich’s neighboring 
states were unable to mobilize them- 
selves in time. Alabama with her Boswell 
Amendment, Louisiana with her back- 
ground of Huey Long dictatorship, Ar- 
kansas with her present search for 
“Constitutional” methods of disfranchis- 
ing Negroes, must take this as a warn- 
ing. In America, as in Germany, fascism 
is “dynamic.” 


This issue of the right to vote has 
come to the point of decision. The La- 
Grange (Georgia) Ministerial Associa- 
tion recently put it in a nutshell when 
it said: “The white primary bill is un- 
Christian, unwise, undemocratic, uncont 
stitutional and contrary to the historic 
tradition of church, state and nation.” 


The issue will not hang in the balance 
indefinitely. -It will be won, today, if 
organized labor, the Negro people’s or- 
ganizations, the churches and religious 
Organizations, the farm groups, and all 
bodies dedicated to a democratic way 
of life, get. together and act. If they 
do not, it will surely be lost. In that 
event, many desperate, dark and per- 
haps bloody decades may pass before 
it is won back. 





As a Liberal Southern Senator Sees the Trend 


In a recent exclusive interview with 
a reporter from In Fact Senator Claude 
Pepper of Florida stated that, in his 
opinion, the Nation is in the throes of 
an “intellectual witch hunt” and that 
Thomas Jefferson, if alive today, “would 
be afaid to speak his own mind in this 
atmosphere.” 


“Anyone who tries to make our 
democracy work is assailed and vilified,” 
he declared. “If you’re for more and 
better jobs, education, housing, school 
lunches, etc., you’re a communist, a com- 
munist-fronter, a New Dealer, a fellow- 
traveleryaa do-gooder or a misguided 


a 


liberal . . . We must constantly remem- 
ber that Hitler and the Nazis built up 
their vicious system on the pretense of 
fighting communism. Lots of people in 
this country are actually fighting de- 
mocracy under that guise.” 

He also stated, ‘““‘The Republican Party 
is convicted before history of using the 
government not on behalf of the people 
for peace, but, too often, on behalf of 
the corporations for profit. . . . The 
cartelists whose philosophy Dulles shares 
are the robber barons of our growing 
age of expansion.” 
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Florida Girds to Protect Universal Franchise 


While the final outcome of the Geor- 
gia “white primary” issue hung in the 
balance following Governor M. E. 
Thompson’s accession to office as a re- 
sult of the March 19th Georgia Su- 
preme Court Decision, progressive Flor- 
idians were rallying statewide protest 
against a similar measure soon to be 
introduced there. 


The Fourth Congressional District 
Committee of the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare initiated and co- 
ordinated a meeting March 22nd in Win- 
ter Park which was sponsored by 150 
prominent Floridians from the fields of 
the church, both wings of organized la- 
bor, associations of Negro citizens, wom- 
en’s civic movements, veterans, educa- 
tors, social workers, newspapermen and 
members of the Florida Legislature. 


This is how is came about. Some time 
ago State Senator John E. Mathews, 
who unsuccessfully sponsored a “white 
primary” bill in the last session of the 
Florida Legislature, announced his plan 
to reintroduce it into the session opening 
in Tallahassee April 8th. 


Late in February Clark H. Foreman, 
J. Daniel Weitzman and James A. Dom- 
browski, president, treasurer and admin- 
istrator of the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare, conferred with SCHW 
leaders in Florida concerning the need 
to rally liberal sentiment in opposition 
to the measure, the actual purpose 
of which is to abolish state control of 
the primaries. Since that time, Mr. Dom- 
browski has spent several weeks work- 
ing with the SCHW Fourth Congression- 
al District Executive Committee in prep- 
aration for the March 22nd meeting. 


Preparatory to the meeting a four- 
page folder ““Defend Democracy in Flor- 
ida” was circulated throughout the 
State. In addition to clarifying the real 
intent of the Mathews Bill, it contains 
a Senatorial district map of Florida and 
a listing of all State Senators and Rep- 
resentatives. It outlines concrete steps 
to be taken by Florida citizens who want 
to act to protect a universal franchise. 


Also widely circulated was a leaflet 
containing progressive views on *the 
“white primary” issue expressed by The 
Tallahassee Daily Democrat, The Miami 
Herald, The Jacksonville Journal and 
The Tampa Daily Times. 


On the afternoon of March 22nd, 350 
people, 90 percent of them from out- 
side Winter Park and Orlando, gathered 
in the Congregational Christian Church, 


of which Rev. Louis Schulz is Pastor. 
Rev. Daniel C. Whitsett, First Metho- 
dist Church, Marianna, was chairman. 


After an invocation by Mr. Schulz 
and greetings from Mayor B. R. Cole- 
man of Winter Park and Leo Sheiner, 
President SCHW Fourth District Com- 
mittee, addresses were delivered by Dr. 
Hamilton Holt, President of Rollins Col- 
lege and SCHW Administrator James 
A. Dombrowski on 
Mathews White Primary Bill?” and “The 
White Primary Bill in Georgia: Signifi+ 
cance for Florida.” 


Six discussants described “What the 
White Primary Bill Means” from vari- 
ous viewpoints as follows: Good Govern 
ment, Dr. Edwin L. Clarke, Rollins Col- 
lege: Organized Labor, Philip White- 
head, representing the Florida Federa- 
tion of Labor AFL and Edwin L. Wal- 
ler, Secretary, Florida Industrial Union 
Council, CIO; Veterans, J. William 
Greenleaf, President, American Veter- 
ans Committee, Jacksonville; Religious 
Ideals, Rev. George Foster, Pastor, First 
Methodist Church, Ocala; Religious 
Minorities, Elsie Gluckman, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Ladies Aid, Congregation Ohev 
Shalem, Orlando; Negro Citizens, Harry 
T. Moore, Executive Secretary, Florida 
Conference of NAACP Branches and 
President, Progressive Voters League. 


Rev. Edward T. Graham, of the Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church, Miami, pronounced 
the benediction. 

The principal resolution passed by the 
Conference reaffirmed “allegiance to 
the democratic principles of the Con- 
stitution of the United States;”’ opposed 
“wholeheartedly the unscientific, irre- 
ligious and un-American fallacy that 


“What Is the, 


government can be improved by denying 
any group of citizens the right to vote;” 
urged retention of “the control, super- 
vision and financing” of primary elec- 
tions by the state; called for “improve- 
ment of government through the ex- 
pansion of equal public education to 
all our youth and to all adults;” and 
urged Florida Congressmen and Sen- 
ators to “support adequate measures de- 
signed to give federal aid to public 
schools in the several states, without 
regard to race or economic status.” 


The Conference set up a statewide 
Committee with five members from 
each of the six Congressional Districts. 
The chairmen of these groups will con- 
tinue intensive work for the defeat of 
the Mathews Bill, with Rev. Daniel C. 
Whitsett, Pastor, First Methodist 
Church, Marianna serving as chairman 
and Mrs. Carolyn Stephenson, President 
of the Miami League of Women Shop- 
pers, and Louis Touby, member of the 
executive board of the SCHW Fourth 
Congressional District Chapter, as sec- 
retary and treasurer respectively. 


As a result of the preparatory work 
preceding the Conference, many Flor- 
ida organizations have already gone on 
record opposing the Bill. It is antici- 
pated that, before April 8th, many more 
will have joined in the fight and that 
most of them will send representatives 
to Tallahassee when the legislative ses- 
sion opens. The citizens of Florida are 
determined not to travel the path which 
destroys the foundation of democracy 
and they are confident of continuing 
coordination and leadership from the 
Southern Conference for Human Wel- 
fare in the Peninsula State. 





Among the speakers at Winter Park March 22nd (left to right) James A. 
Dombrowski, Rev. Louis Schulz, J. William Greenleaf, Dr. Edwin L. Clarke, Harry 
T. Moore, Rev. George Foster, Leo Sheiner, Elsie Gluckman, Rev. Edward T. 


Graham, Rev. Daniel C. Whitsett. 
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North Carolina Campaigns for the 


Anti-labor measures in Southern state 
legislatures have, in recent weeks, kept 
pace with the campaign for “white 
primary” laws. Taken together, they 
form a highly dangerous two-pronged as- 
sault upon the majority of the people 
of the states in which they have been 
introduced. The anti-labor measures 
strike at their living standards. The 
“white primary” bills seek to remove 
their ability to combat this onslaught 
through democratic political action. 


Such legislation was adopted in Flor- 
ida in 1945. This year similar measures 
have been passed in Virginia, North 
Carolina, Tennessee and Arkansas and, 
as we write, are still under consideration 
in South Carolina and Texas. They will 
undoubtedly be introduced in the Ala- 
bama Legislature in May. The status of 
the Geérgia bill is uncertain following 
the “ousting of Talmadge, A “right to 
work” bill might possibly be introduced 
into the special session of the Louisiana 
Legislature. 


In all states where there are commit- 


. tees of the Southern Conference for 


Human Welfare, these Committees are 
working intensively with organized labor 
and other groups of citizens which rec- 
ognize these measures as blows against 
progressive Southern economic develop- 
ment itself. They have been bringing 
similar pressure to bear to defeat such 
legislation at the national level. 


An outstanding example of this ac- 
tivity is that carried forward by the 
SCHW Committee for North Carolina. 
While the so-called “Right to Work 
Bill” was p d, the i were clari- 
fied and the basis for ongoing united 
action laid. 





Soon after the opening of the legis- 
lative session, the Committee called a 
statewide legislative conference for ex- 
change of ideas by AFL, CIO, NAACP, 
AVC, Fellowship of Southern Church- 
men and SCHW members. Since that 
time it has maintained an intensive pro- 
gram of meetings, news releases, radio 
announcements and public forums. 


By March 6 the “Right to Work” Bill 
had passed the House and was before 
a Serate Committee. The Committee 
presented a petition 80 feet long which 
stretched from the speaker’s stand out 
into the rotunda of the Capitol. It said 
that the people of North Carolina stand 
for the protection of labor’s rights. 


Rev. Lee C. Sheppard, Pastor of the 
Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, Ra- 


leigh, who is Chairman of the SCHW 
North Carolina Committee, appeared be- 
fore the Senate Committee to oppose 
the bill. On the morning of the Com- 
mittee hearing, he and Mary Price, 
Committee Executive Secretary, spoke 
against the bill over Station WPTF in 
Raleigh. A few days following the hear- 
ing, Robert Cahoon, an attorney who is 
chairman of the Greensboro SCHW 
Chapter, did likewise over WGBG. 


In addition to protests by the Com- 
mittee for North Carolina and all 
branches of organized labor, many prom- 
inent citizens of the state publicly op- 
posed the measure. Dr. Frank Graham, 
SCHW Honorary President, testified 
against it in the House Committee héar- 
ing. Dean M. T. Van Hecke, Univer- 
sity of<North Carolina Professor of La- 
bor Law, testified against it in the Sen- 
ate. Josephus Daniels and E. B. Jeff- 
ress, publisher of the Greensboro Daily 
News also testified against it. North 


Carolina newspapers opposed it. 


During the entire period of the de- 
bate, no North Carolina employer spoke 
for the measure. Proponents for it con- 
sisted of a lawyer, a half-dozen workers 
he brought with him, two ministers and 
one young man who was “an industrial 
worker and a veteran.” In the middle 
of his testimony, he pulled a little flag 
out of his pocket and talked about how 
he had “fought for Old Glory and the 


right to work.” 


The issues and the hidden backing 
behind the bill are clearly outlined in 
the radio dialogue between Mr. Shep- 
pard and Miss Price. 

* * * 


Miss Price: Tomorrow morning the 
Senate Committee on Manufacturing, 
Labor and Commerce will_-hold a public 
hearing at 9:30 a. m. on House Bill 229, 
the so-called “Right to Work” Bill. 


The Committee for North Carolina, a 
statewide membership organization of 
some 1,500 citizens—professional peo- 
ple, businessmen, industrial workers, 
farmers, and white collar workers—has 
taken the stand that H. B. 229 is op- 
posed to the best interest of the people 
of this state. I am pleased to introduce to 
you Rev. Lee C. Sheppard, of Raleigh, 
President of the Committee for North 
Carolina, who will discuss some of the 
reasons why he thinks passage of this 
bill is not in keeping with the progres- 
sive traditions of North Carolina. 


Mr. Sheppard: 1 and the ogranization 


Rights of Labor 


which I represent strongly oppose H. B. 
229 both from the humanitarian point 
of view and because it seems likely that 
such legislation would upset the stability 
of our economic and social life. 


This highly controversial measure, if 
enacted into law, might seriously impede 
North Carolina’s good industrial re- 
lations. Apparently this bill is aimed at 
weakening, if not destroying, the prin- 
ciple and practice of organized labor in 
North Carolina. On the contrary, it 
would seem that every encouragement 
should be given ‘the laboring men and 
women of this state to associate them- 
selves together for the purpose of collec- 
tive bargaining looking toward improved 
wages and working conditions. Only so, it 
would seem, can the purchasing power 
of the people be maintained on a neces- 
sary high level. 


In view of the fact that the per capita 
income of North Carolina; and the South, 
is about half the average of the rest of 
the Nation, it would seem that the only 
possible answer to our problem of pro- 
viding better opportunities for our chil- 
dren, better health, and better housing, 
would be through greater and more di- 
versified industrialization. More indus- 
tries, yes, but also fair wages and work- 
ing conditions for those who produce the 
industrial products. Economic stability 
demands ever increasing and higher pur- 
chasing power on the part of the masses 
of the people to keep up the demand for 
goods, coupled with the power, in terms 
of adequate income, to purchase the prod- 
ucts of our farms and industries. 


There is grave danger that if this 
highly controversial measure is enacted 
into law and subsequently declared con- 
stitutional (both of which possibilities 
are highly debatable) the result would be 
a serious disturbance in the now steadily 
improving ‘industrial relations in North 
Carolina. 


Miss Price: You think then, Mr. Shep- 
pard, that it is not just an anti-labor 
bill, but that it will affect the welfare 
of all of us? 


Mr. Sheppard: Yes, and here I should 
like to emphasize that I and many other 
people who hold no special brief for any 
form of organized labor are seriously 
concerned over the welfare of laborers. 

Miss Price: I have noticed that there 
is some confusion as to just what this 
bill would do. Could you clarify that? 

Mr. Sheppard: I am neither a lawyer 
nor an economist, but I am sure that to 
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call H. H. 229 an anti-closed shop bill 
is certainly a confusion. The bill would 
apparently outlaw not only the closed 
shop, but also the union shop, the check- 
off and maintenance of membership con- 
tracts. In other words, it outlaws the 
right of the company and the workers 
to bargain to agreement as to whether 
or not there is to be union security, there- 
by encouraging constant agitation in the 
relationships between employer and em- 
ployees. 


None of these proyisions is imposed up- 
on any company or any group of work- 
ers. They are all arrived at as the re- 
sult of free collective bargaining. I 
should be just as much opposed to a 
state law which said that such contracts 
must be entered into as I am to this 
present bill which would expressly pro- 
hibit such contracts. There seems to be 
a real question whether H. B. 229 would 
constitute a violation of the right of con- 
tract, a right which is an integral part 
of our democratic heritage. 


Miss Price: Would this bill eliminate 
strikes? 


Mr. Sheppard: Far from it, in the 
opinion of many persons qualified to 
make an estimate. On the contrary, by 
tending to increase industrial unrest, i* 
is most likely that H. B. 229, if enacted 
into law, would increase strikes. You 
know, last year North Carolina lost only 
2/10 of 1% of the manhours lost in the 
Nation because of strikes, which puts 
us far below the average in the 48 
states. I feel strongly that this bill would 
not settle any labor controversies, but 
would instead tend to increase the num- 
ber of such disagreements. 


Take, for instance, maintenance of 
membership contracts, which this bill 
would outlaw. This is the form of con- 
tract which worked so successfully dur- 
ing the war in ensuring peaceful labor 
relations. North Carolina should take 
pride, I think, in the fact that Dr. Frank 
P. Graham of this state was primarily 
responsible for devising this compromise 
proposal, thereby winning added esteem 
throughout the Nation. It was a great 
contribution to the war effort. The idea 
of these contracts is to stabilize rela- 
tions. That relieves both the company 
and the workers from carrying on a con- 
tinuous campaign. It clears the air. 


Miss Price: Mr. Sheppard, there seems 
to be some divergence of opinion as to 
the origin of H. B. 229. Do you have 
any idea on that? 


Mr. Sheppard: Only what I read in 
the papers, to pick up the phrase of a 
famous American. Mr. Scott, one of the 
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introducers of the bill, alleges that the 
idea for it came to him when he was on 
a carrier in the South Pacific. 


That may be, but it. seems strange in- 
deed that this bill follows almost word 
for word similar legislation introduced 
in other Southern states. The so-called 
Christian American Association has 
boasted considerably that it is the orig- 
inator of these bills. The Christian Amer- 
icans are headed by one Lewis Ulrey 
who formerly worked for Gerald Win- 
rod—until Winrod was indicted for sedi- 
tion. The organization has been clearly 
linked with Senator O’Daniel of Texas 
as well as with the National Association 
of Manufacturers and other Wall Street 
interests. 


Oh, no, I for one can lend no credence 
to the statement that H. B. 229’is a home- 
grown bill. I think it is clear that it is 
part of a well-planned and well-financed 
move to destroy the efforts Southerners 
are making to improve our economic and 
social opportunities. The bill is part of 
the disruptive hate movements against 
which we have just fought a world war. 


Miss Price: Have any other states de- 
feated similar measures? 


Mr. Sheppard: These bills did not have 
much success back in the 1945 sessions 
of the state legislatures. However, forces 
of reaction often appear in strength 
after a major war, and the bills seem 
to be making some headway in the cur- 
rent sessions. I think they are merely 
a part of the moral and economic re- 
action following war. Perhaps this bill 
in itself is not so significant but it 
is symptomatic of a reactionary trend 


WORKING TOGETHER 


Conspiracy 
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which should be met courageously and 
handled correctly. North - Carolinians 
have had just cause for pride in our 
state’s standing in the forefront in the 
South. I hope that we will maintain that 
standing by defeating this bill. 


After the first world war a drive was 


~started to cripple labor unions. This drive 


was carried on not as an anti-union 
drive, but as a drive for the “open shop.” 
The success of that effort was wide- 
spread and union membership fell to lit- 
tle mere than 3,000,000 during the 1920’s. 
As:a result of the inability of working 
men—a majority of our people—to keep 
up their purchasing power, we were led 
to the disaster of the depréssion of the 
1930’s in which all of us—businessmen 
as well as laborers and white collar 
workers—were the victims. ° 


Miss Price: You think then, Mr. Shep- 
pard; that H. B. 229 has political as well 
as economic implications? 


Mr. Sheppard: That is just what I 
have been trying to make clear. This bill 
is not aimed at correcting whatever 
abuses there may be in the labor move- 
ment. It is instead a political move 
against the working men and women of 
this. country. The facts that its sponsors 
admit, they do not know whether the bill 
would affect interstate as well as intra- 
state commerce; that they have made no 
effort to determine its constitutionality; 
that in speaking for it they have resorted 
to emotion rather than analysis, to me 
give pretty clear evidence that the pur- 
pose is to lead the general public into 
a campaign against labor, to create strife 
and confusion in our economic life, that 
could then be capitalized on by a few 
greedy interests. It is class legislation, 
which will inevitably bring on class con- 
flicts. 


Miss Price: Mr. Sheppard, you said 
this bill has moral as well as economic 
and political implications. Would you 
elaborate a little on that? 


Mr. Sheppard: Yes, and that is the 
chief reason for the interest the Com- 
mittee for North Carolina has in op- 
posing the passage of H. B. 229. I think 
its passage would defer the day when 
our people can have better education, 
can live in better homes, be more healthy, 
on a higher income, 


I have unbounded confidence “in the 
integrity and good will of the people of 
North Carolina and their stand on this 
matter once the issue is clear. I should 
like to urge you to communicate im- 
mediately with your Senators to tell them 
how you feel on H. B. 229. The public 
hearing is scheduled for tomorrow. 
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illie Earle is on the Conscience of the Nation 


A few weeks ago Willie Earle, a 
voung South Carolina Negro, was 
ragged out of the Pickens County Jail 
y about 30 men and lynched. He was 
eing held on suspicion of being con- 
ected with the killing of T. W. Brown, 
» white Greenville taxi driver. He had 
not even been charged with the crime, 
et alone having been convicted. 


It was the first lynching in 1947. 
;overnor J. Strom Thurmond called the 
tate constabulary into immediate ac- 
ion and, with the help of the FBI, all 
it a few of the murder-mob were 


juickly caught. Their trials began early - 


in March. Those are the bare facts. Be- 
hind them, are some of the following 
onsiderations. 


The lynching happened in the home 
tate of James F. Byrnes, creator of the 
“get-tough-for-freedom” policy our 
tate Department is now presumably 
operating on overseas. Anything less 
than the death sentence for the lynchers 

ill make America a laughing stock all 
lover the world. What is the use of free 
elections, or a fair trial, people will ask, 
to a mutilated corpse? 


The lynching happened in the state 
which was first to pass a so-called “white 
primary law.” Where free elections 
have been lynched by the state legisla- 
ture, no citizen. can be free from the 
haunting menace of mob rule which ar- 
rogantly thumbs its nose at legislative, 
judicial and executive arms of democra- 
cy alike. 


The lynching happened in a state 
which has just witnessed the inaugura- 
tion of a Governor who had laid down 
a program including a number of pro- 
gressive reforms (see The Southern Pa- 
triot, March, 1947.) Thurmond’s first 
steps in connection with the lynching 
were heartening. But the progressive 
South will be judging South Carolina 
by the speéd and the justice of the final 
results. 


The lynching occurred at the begin- 
ning of Brotherhood Week. Brotherhood 
Week in the South fought pretty shy of 
the principal) enemy of brotherhood in 
its area—race hate, the poisoned well- 
spring of lynchings. Protestant-Catholic- 
Jewish tolerance is important. Protec- 
tion of the right of a man to live, to 
vote, to be tried, regardless of his color, 
is at least equally important. This is a 
suggestion for giving greater meaning 
to Brotherhood Week in the South in 
1948, - 


Practically all the lynchers were be- 


tween 25 and 35 years of age. This 
means .two things. Many of them must 
be veterans of World War II. The Armed 
Forces apparently did a pretty poor job 
of teaching their men what the war was 
about! Also, lynching will not “auto- 
matically die out among the younger 
generation.” Education will help kill it, 
as it will all forms of murder. The 
same kind and quantity of electric cur- 
rent as other murderers receive will also 
help. 


A short time ago President Truman 
set up a Commission on Civil Rights. 
To an NAACP inquiry made immediate- 
ly after the lynching, Charles E. Wil- 
son, commission chairman, replied that 
it is “deeply interested.” Citizens have 
a right to demand that this interest take 
the form of seeing to it that justice is 
done in the Earle case. 


The day after the lynching, SCHW 
Administrator James A. Dombrowski is- 
sued from Greenville, S. C:, a statement 
that was carried by the Associated Press. 
It ealled upon Attorney General Tom 
Clark to order a Federal Grand Jury in- 
vestigation on the basis that ‘“‘the evi- 
dence strongly suggests the violation of 
Federal civil rights statutes.” 


The Southern white press has reacted 
variously. In too many instances the 
approach has been that of The Colum- 
bia State, which headed its editorial “No 
Outside Help Needed” and put more em- 
yhasis upon the dangers of a Federal 
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Anti-Lynch Act than upon the challenge 
of mob murder to every American demo- 
cratic tradition and right. 


The Columbia Record, on the other 
hand, had this to say: “Lynching is mur- 
der and it is punishable in South Caro- 
lina by electrocution. The last lynching 
in South Carolina will occur when the 
first lynchers in South Carolina pay 
with their lives for taking the law into 
their own hands.” 


Out of the Saxon Baptist Church in 
Spartanburg, S. C., came the true voice 
of the democratic South. Rev. John B. 
Isom, the Pastor, preached a sermon, 
“They Lynched Him” on February 23. 
Five days before, the day after the 
lynching, he wrote a letter to the local 
papers, which they published. It said in 
part: 


“The lynching of Mr. Willie Earle 
near Pickens, S. C., February 17th is 
another tragic argument for a national 
law against such acts of barbaric law- 
lessness. There would have been such 
a law passed long ago had it not been 
for the influence of the Congressmen 
from the South. 


“The lynching is another horrible ex- 
ample of how race prejudice warps and 
debases the attitudes, ideas and deeds 
of those who are infected by it. It re- 
flects the sad failure of our homes, 
churches, schools and community gov- 
ernments to indoctrinate the people with 
the spirit of the Fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man. 

“Is it not high time for the citizens 
of the South to instruct our Congress- 
men in Washington to pass a law making 
lynchings a national offense? We have 
let race prejudice rob us of the spirit 
of democracy and justice. We are un- 
worthy of self-government if we con- 
tinue to poison the minds of our youth 
with a racial attitude that imposes upon 
them a disrespect for law and man. A 
human society that will tolerate lynch- 
ing is unfit to survive. It cannot, and 
will not, endure.” 


Willie Earle is on the conscience of 
South Carolina, of the South, of the 
United States. Early in: March an all- 
white jury completely cleared the ac- 
cused in the August 8, 1946, Minden, 
Louisiana, lynching of John C. Jones. 
The relative moral obligation and finan- 
cial cost of enforcing « real federal 
anti-lynching law should carefully be 
weighed against the program of “pre- 
serving democracy” in Greece. South 
Carolina is one of the 48 States. 
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Little Drops of Water, Little Atomic Blasts 


The people of the South are very 
close to the fight around David Lilien- 
thal’s confirmation as chairman of the 
Atomic Energy Commission. The South- 
ern Conference for Human Welfare is 
also involved first-hand. It came in for 
considerable mention during the 22 ses- 
sions of the Senate Atomic Energy Com- 
mittee which were recorded, at public 
expense, on 1825 pages of testimony. 


Lilenthal became nationally prominent 
in 1933 when he was appointed Direc- 
tor of the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
The present fight has its roots, there- 
fore, in the economic, social and politi- 
cal significance of TVA, a great South- 
ern democratic experiment. The 
branches of this fight spread out into 
one of the great international problems 
of the day: Whether mankind or mo- 
nopoly is to be master of the new forms 
of energy science discovers; whether 
this energy is to be used for suicidal 
war or peaceful advancement. 


In 1933 the United States Congress 
decided that the publicly owned Tennes- 
see River should be harnessed to serve, 
rather than left free to ruin, the well- 
being of the 5,000,000 Americans living 
in its Valley—a seven-state region al- 
most as large as Great Britain. Congress 
knew that the River, instead of flooding 
and eroding the land, could be made to 
furnish cheap power for cities and farms 
and to promote soil conservation, new 
industry, broader markets and a new 
spirit of enterprise. Perhaps it also fore- 
saw the immense war production poten- 
tial which TVA later demonstrated. 


No fairminded person -doubts that 
TVA has been a tremendous» develop- 
mental force in the economy of an en- 
tire Southern region. At the same time, 
everyone knows that few institutions 
in American history have endured such 
sustained and unprincipled abuse. Why? 
Because of the fierce hatred of the pow- 
er monopoly which would gladly retard 
the progress of the South to protect its 
stranglehold over electricity and to in- 
crease its ability to empty consumers’ 
pockets without fear of competition. 


This same utility monopoly, knowing 
the resentment of the American people 
against it, has hidden in the wings and 
brought every ally it could find out onto 
the stage to do open battle against 
Lilienthal’s appointment to head the 
Atomic Commission. 


We can all learn a great deal from 
seeing just who these allies are: 


1. The Southern poll tax reactionaries, 
K. D. (“Boss Crump’s Boy”) “McKel- 
lar, “‘Pass-the-Biscuits Pappy” O’Daniel, 
John H. Overton, etc. 


2. Wall Street’s principal political 
spokesman, Republican Senator Robert 
Taft and his “boys’’ White and Brew- 
ster of Maine, Bridges of New Hamp- 
shire, Wherry on Nebraska, Moore of 
Oklahoma, Brooks of Illinois, etc. 


3. The entire anti-New Deal crowd 
of both parties. 


4. The vocal hate-Russia group. 
5. The professional anti-Semites. 


6. Chanting a refrain, throughout the 
entire proceedings, those who use red- 
baiting as a device to conceal their plot 
to stamp out the faintest spark of lib- 
eralism, political independence, group 
initiative or scientific integrity. 


This alliance was determined that the 
power in a drop of Southern water 
should not be used to better the lives 
of the Southern people. This same alli- 
ance is equally determined that the 
power in an atom shall not be used to 
enrich the lives of the people of the 
earth. 

This is the kernel of the Lilienthal con- 
troversy. It began in the South but, 
like so many other ‘“‘Southern’’ issues, 
has its national and worldwide windows. 
It confronts us with the fateful question 
whether man, through the enjoyment 
of democracy, can control the wonderful 


David Lilienthal 


energies he has discovered. The altern 
tive nationally and internationally, j 
for the cartels and their servants—th 
patronage politicians, the racial and re 
ligious bigots, the red-baiters and im 
perialists—to confuse, divide and final 
destroy the forward march of freedor 
and plenty for all peoples. 


As a relatively little noted, but im 
portant, by-product of the assault upon 
Lilienthal, was the 7-5 adverse vote b 
the Senate Public Works Committee o 
the appointment of Gordon R. Clap 
as ¢hairman of TVA. As in the case of 
Lilienthal himself, it is feared that 
Clapp would take his responsibility to 
seriously, refusing, like his predecessor, 
to set the public interest second 
political patronage and utility monopoly 
pressure. One might think that thi 
would qualify, rather than disqualify, 
him. 


And now, for the sake of the record, 
the place of the Conference in the dis 
pute. 


1. Despite the fact that TVA has 
never offered equal employment rights 
to Negro citizens of the Tennessee Val- 
ley, the Conference has always support- 
ed it as a major step forward in South- 
ern economic development. 


2. David Lilienthal was a sponsor of 
the SCHW Convention in Chattanooga 
in 1940, along with AFL President Wil- 
liam Green and a large number of men 
and women interested in the progres- 
sive economic development of the South. 


8. During the present controversy 
Congressman Starnes, former Dies Com- 
mittee vice-chairman, stated that thell 
Committee never officially found the 
Conference to be a Communist front 
organization. 


The Lilienthal fight has opened the® i 


eyes of millions to the true monopolistic 
objective of those who use the red bogey 
to keep all power—steam, water, atomic, By 
and whatever further forms are to bei 
discovered—tightly geared to their huge 
machine of exploitation and impoverish- 
ment. The kind of power that worries 
them most is the political power of the 
people which can replace men like Me 
Kellar, O’Daniel and Overton with onef 
like Pepper, Arnall and Folsom. 


It is this power the monopolies andi 
cartels are determined to destroy. It is 
this power which the people must use 
prevent their doing it. 
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he Southern Conference for Human Welfare Reports: 


erna Big Mules Kick Back 


ly, i Alabama is girding for an important 
oo session of the State Legislature in May. 
; h A call for action on state and federal 
egislation was circulated widely by the 
SCHW Committee for Alabama during 
arch. It called for support of Alabama 
easures providing for higher upper 
t imMevel income taxes, jury service for 
upommwomen and emergency aid to public 
te bychools. With respect to Congress, the 
ee olmCommittee recommended action to win 
Clapieupport for Lilienthal’s confirmation as 
se offhead of the Atomic Energy Commission 
thaifiind opposition to cutting OPA appro- 
y toMpriations. The Committee, along with 
essonmSCHW groups in a number of states, 
id allied opposition against the Wiley Bill 
opolyn the Senate. This measure, while nom- 

thif§nally dealing with the portal-to-portal 
alify—ssue, actually emasculates the Wages 
pnd Hours Law. 
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e don 
















































With regard to political relations in 
he State, the Committee’s monthly di- 
pest of public affairs pointed out: “‘As 
overnor’ Folsom unfolds his program 
: or state betterment the Big Mules are 
‘ightsHetting more and more scared. What 
Val-Bast year they feared, this year they 
PoTtRnow. Big Jim intends to carry out his 
outhBampaign pledges. He is dead serious 
about returning Alabama and its great 
atural resources to the people. 


cord, 
e dis 


. has 


or of 
100gam “Nothing scares a Big Mule more than 
Wil-Bncreased taxes and progress. And Big 
men@Jim has promised- the corporations 
gres-Bplenty of both under his administration. 
outh.BAs a result the Big Mules have declared 
war. In 1946 the people voted for the 
Folsom program of increased old-age 
pensions, minimum teacher salaries of 
$1,800 a year, poll tax abolition, fair 
abor legislation, and farmers’ coopera- 
ives to break up monopolies to which 
Alabama farmers have been paying high 
1 themptices for machinery, fertilizer and 
listicther equipment. 


versy 
Com- 
| the 
| the 
front 


ogseye “Today, in 1947, our Governor is 
omit, Bvorking hard-to get this program en- 
10 beMacted into law. He deserves the unquali- 
hugeHfied support of all true democrats.” 

prish- 
yrries 
fF the 
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Help from the West Coast 


An energetic California group is 
mobilizing mora¥ and financial support 
for the Conference on the West Coast. 
in January Melvyn Douglas, a Confer- 
andgence Advisory Associate, held a recep- 
It ition in his scenic Hollywood Hills home, 
ee t which SCHW President Clark H. 

Noreman was the guest of honor. He 





explained the significance of Southern 
progress to the well-being of the coun- 
try as a whole and urged liberal-minded 
Californians to help the Conference 
combat native fascism. 


In February and March, letters so- 
liciting support were sent to 2500 per- 
sons in the State and preparations were 
made for the establishment of a group 
to be known as Friends of the South- 
ern Conference for Human Welfare. 


Detailed plans have been made by 
Mrs. Robert Lord and a committee of 
prominent Southern Californians for 
the conducting of a number of educa- 
tional and fund-raising events in April. 


Washington Appointment 


Dr. Joseph L. Johnson, Chairman of 
the SCHW Washington Committee, re- 
cently announced the appointment of 
Robert Ware Straus as Executive Sec- 
retary. Mr. Straus assumed his new 
duties in March, He served various gov- 
ernment agencies for the past six years 
in the fields of information and public 
relations, his most recent duty having 
been Director of Information of the 
United States Maritime Commission. 


In June, 1940, Mr. Straus left the 
presidency of the public relations firm 
of Benedict, Odquist and Straus in New 
York to join the staff of the newly- 
created National Defense Advisory Com- 
mission. As deputy director of the -Of- 
fice of Emergency Management, he or- 
ganized the information activities of the 
Office of Production Management, War 
Productian Board, War Labor Board, 
Office of War Information, Office of 
Price Administration and other agencies. 


In 1943 Mr. Straus was commissioned 
a lieutenant in the Navy. After 18 
months of duty he was detailed to the 
U. S. Maritime Commission and War 
Shipping Administration in 1944 as As- 
sistant Director of Information. After 
his release from the Navy he-served the 
agency in a civilian capacity. 


Dr. Johnson also recently announced 
the appointment of Mrs. Florence Ba- 
kote Saunders to the staff of the Wash- 
ington Committee. Mrs. Saunders was 
formerly with OPA and has participated 
prominently in the work of the Associa- 
tion for the Study of Negro Life and 
History. 

Recent activities of the Washington 
Committee: Joint sponsorship.of the 
“Save Rent Control” Rally at the De- 
partment of Interior Auditorium ad- 


dressed by Rep. John Blatnik, Minne- 
sota Republican... presented testimony 
before the Senate Banking Subcommit- 
tee in behalf of rent control... co- 
operated with the Committee for Racial 
Democracy in the Nation’s Capitol in 
picketing the National Theatre in pro- 
test against discriminatory policy .. . 
Health Committee, after a complete sur- 
vey of Washington’s health and hospi- 
tal facilities, recommended abolition of 
segregation and acceptance of Negro 
physicians in all Capitol hospitals. 


Here and There 


On March 1st the newly elected Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Committee for 
Louisiana met in Baton Rouge. Emphasis 
was placed upon widening registration 
in all parts of the State, broadening 
Conference membership in upstate par- 
ishes and giving detailed attention to 
the forthcoming revision of the State 
Constitution, 


Plans for organizing The Committee 
for Arkansas are moving forward. On 
March 2 and 8 Southern Patriot Editor 
Frank C. Bancroft met in Little Rock 
with the organizing committee headed. 
by Rev. Samuel Freeman, Pastor of the 
Pulaski Heights Christian Church, and 
also conferred with Conference mem- 
bers in Pine Bluff. 


Margaret Halsey, author of Color-- 
Blind, was guest-of-honor at a lunch- 
eon March 20th arranged by the New 
York City Committee of the Conference. 
Mrs. Paul Tishman was chairman of 
the arrangements committee. Sharing 
the speakers’ platform with Miss Hal- 
sey were Bessie Beatty, radio station 
WOR commentator, and Dr. Frank 
Kingdon, educator, author and radio 
commentator. 


At an Executive Comfnittee meeting 
of the Committee for Virginia in Rich- 
mond March 15th, plans were made for 
printing 10,000 copies of the Committee’s 
State Legislative Program. 


Recent chapter activity has included: 
Arlington—rent control campaign, rec- 
ommendations for democratic redistrict- 
ing of the county, participation in the 
creation of a consumers’ council. Fairfax 
—pressure for improvement of Negro 
schools, including advocacy of a referen- 
dum to procure needed funds. Norfolk— 
sponsored “The Cooperating Organiza- 
tions for Registration and Poll Tax Pay- 
ments.” 
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Anti Poll Tax Bills 


There are still seven Southern states 
in which the right to vote has to be 
paid for in cash. The 80th Congress will 





witness a vigorous resumption of the _ 


fight to abolish the poll tax. 


Senator Claude Pepper of Florida has 
introduced S. 94 into the Senate. Seven 
bills have been filed in the House (HR 
7, 29, 66, 225, 230, 779 and 1435). 


Action recommended by the National 
Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax to 
speed these measures to adoption is: 


1. Wire Senator C. Wayland Brooks, 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Rules and Administration, to act on S. 
94 favorably and promptly. 


2. Wire Rep. Karl Le Compte, Chair- 
man, Committee on House Administra- 
tion, and Rep. Ralph Gamble, Chairman, 
House Elections Subcommittee, to do 
likewise on the House measure. 


3. Communicate with your own Sen- 
ators and Representatives, asking the 
latter to support the discharge petition 
filed by Rep. Vito Marcantonio for 
HR 7. 


Civil Rights Committee 


Dr. Frank P. Graham, Honorary 
President of the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare, is one of five per- 
sons appointed recently by President 
Truman “to consider and determine the 
adequacy of existing federal civil rights 
legislation and to recommend proposed 
new legislation.” 


Other sub-committees of the Presi- 
dent’s Committee on Civil Rights will be 
responsible for considering “the broader 
social, economic and educational as- 
pects” of civil rights and “the work of 
private organjzations whose activities 
affect civil rights.” 

In response to an inquiry, the Con- 
ference has described its work in rela- 
tion to the protection of civil rights 
and emphasized areas which demand 
urgent attention. 


The Southern Pay Check 


A recently announced study by the 
U. S. Labor Department indicates that 
the Southern pay envelope has doubled 
since the twenties but is still far below 
the national average. As of 1945, per 
capita income payments in the 13 South- 
ern states averaged $797 a year com- 
pared with $1290 for the other states. 


. Though Southern per capita income 
has moved from slightly over half that 
of other states in 1929 to the 70 per 
cent mark of 1945, the Labor Depart- - 
ment paints this vivid picture of the 
present set-up: 


“Lower income means lower tax 
revenues so that education, health and 
general welfare suffer. As these public 
functions are curtailed, earning capa- 
cities are reduced even further. Poverty 
begets poverty in an endless cycle.” — 


The AFL and CIO Southern labor 
drives, which are directed toward smash- 
ing this cycle once and for all, realize 
the great importance of a factor pointed 
out by the Labor Department Study: 
Continuation and expansion in the South 
of newly developed wartime industries. 
Along with this must come increased 
land ownership by the white and Negro 
farm workers and sharecroppers. 


Gerald L. K. Smith Ousted 


On March 4th the City of Shreveport, 
Louisiana, refused the use of its public 
auditorium to Gerald L. K. Smith’s 
“Christian Nationalist Crusade.” Dixie 
Demagogue Smith, former pastor of 
Shreveport’s King’s Highway Christian 
Church and political associate of Huey 
Long, threatened federal court action. 


Interestingly enough, the hall had 
been rented by- none other than Dr. 
George Long, brother of the late Huey 
and unsuccessful Congressienal candi- 
date in last Spring’s Democratic pri- 
mary. Recently announced plans call 
for a Long-sponsored speaking tour by 
Herman Talmadge on _ the _ subject 
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“Anti-Communiem and Pro-White § 
premacy.” ° 


Negro Health Week 


National Negro Health Week, Marc 
30-April 6, will highlight the fact tha 
despite some progress, the Negro 
health status is “at the level attaine 
by white Americans a generation ago. 
Originated in 1915 by Booker T. Wash 
ington and carried forward by Tuske 
gee Institute and Howard University 
Negro Health Week is now sponsore 
by the U. S. Public Health Service. 


One and two-thirds more Negro babie 
die during the first year than whi 
infants. Twice as many Negro mothe 
die in childbirth. Although decreasing 
Negro tuberculosis and syphilis rate 
are still, respectively, three and fiy 
times greater than white. 













































Among the causes, USPHS says, a 
that “A large number of Negroes liv 
in poor, rural areas that cannot, inde 
pendently, support medical personne 
and facilities in proper quality and 
quantity. An even greater number a 
massed in cities. Both groups are fai 
prey for diseases in which poor person 
hygiene, bad housing, insanitary envi 
ronment and malnutrition are predis 
posing factors.” In other words, 14,3 
000,000 American citizens are exposed 
to disease and death by farm peonag 
and urban segregation. 


Needed: A Federal Health Act, a Fed@, 
eral FEPC, a measure outlawing resi 
dential segregation. The cure for th 
disease diagnosed by the USPHS can b 
administered only by John Q. Public 
M. D., at the Ballot Box Clinic. 





Don West’s radio speech ‘“‘Geor- 
gia’s Crisis” should be read quickly 
by hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple in all sections of the country. 


Order bundles immiediately at $10 
a thousand, $3.00 a hundred, $1 
for 25. Use them in your church, 
union, club’ or professional group. 





Herewith $ for copies. 
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